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IS ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE CAPABLE OF REPLACING 

LAWYERS? 
-Condoliza Akinyi 

 

Artificial intelligence hereinafter referred as AI, was introduced officially in history in 

1956 at a conference in Dartmouth college, this however, does not imply that ideas of 

artificial intelligence before then were nonexistence. In ancient Greek era, an attempt 

by one Daedelus to create artificial humans had been carried out. A great development 

of Charles Babbage in 1884 where he worked on a mechanical machine that exhibit 

intelligent behaviour like that of humans was marvelous, but this great invention was 

later abandoned by the scientist himself.1 AI is a set of machine learning algorithms 

that learn from data and once trained, display intelligent behaviour typically assigned 

to humans.Training a machine learning model typically involves providing it with 

human- label training data.2  

 

AI and law have attracted a plethora of writings in every sphere. There is absolutely 

no denial that AI is the booming norm in the market right now, and possibly the near 

future. After many years of hype about their potential, AI systems have recently 

shown themselves capable of outperforming humans in task at which humans have 

long had a decisive advantage.3 The elimination of human domination in financial 

endeavors with the replacement and supplementation of artificial intelligence and 
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machines is just a tip on the iceberg of all that AI is capable of.4 We are just at the 

beginning of the beginning of the age of artificial intelligence.5  

 

AI is truly an interdisciplinary enterprise incorporating ideas, techniques and 

researchers from multiple fields including statistics, linguistics, mathematics, logic, 

neuroscience, robotics, electrical engineering, economics and philosophy just to name 

but a few.6 But what is AI and its relation to the practice and administration of law?7 

what can AI do in law? This is a question when asked to lawyers, would instigate a 

multitude of response. AI is at no magnitude to be compared to lawyers thinking- one 

would say. Also, mention the words,” artificial intelligence” to a practising lawyer 

and the response you may well hear is,”don’t tell me that a machine can do what l 

do.”8 What do lawyers do? in the context of litigation disputes, we think of lawyers 

as highly trained and highly skilled professionals who identify the legal issues, gather 

the relevant facts and determine the likely outcome were a court to adjudicate the 

issue.9  

 

The amount of reasoning and judgement required in solving a matter by just applying 

intuition and expertise human knowledge is limited to a small group of individuals- 

lawyers. Recent development in artificial intelligence- in particular, natural language 

processing and machine learning, have challenged the tradition of human expertise, 

and machines perform extremely complex task much better than humans.10 What was 

considered impossible in automation is now possible thanks to AI. The success of AI 

in automated and self driving vehicles which were only restricted to human skills is an 

evidence that AI is moving far and beyond human capacity. 
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 For better or for worse when it comes to building a software, a nontrivial set of tasks 

undertaken by lawyers is subject to automation.11At this pace, should the legal 

lawyers be worried of being replaced by AI? This is a question that opens a platform 

of a paradigm of debate and discussions. Some are of the opinion that AI can overtake 

lawyers. John McGinnis is of the view that machine intelligence will cause a great 

disruption in the market of legal service with areas such as discovery, legal search, 

document generation, brief generation and prediction of case outcomes likely to be 

overtaken by AI.12 Litigation is mainly about bargaining in the shadows of law where 

lawyers resolve disputes by persuasively positioning the outcome of the case if the 

court hears it. 13 This is mainly done using lawyers knowledge, judgement and 

experiences. Machine learning has the potential to provide more objective predictions 

of how courts will decide discrete legal issues.14 Some, however, give a dissenting 

opinion and are of the view that law is a different field from engineering and 

computer which can be easily automated. 

 

 Law, unlike the field of engineering, was pioneered from the beginning when no 

industrialization existed. It is wrong to assume that just because AI solved one 

problem or performed one task, it is now capable of performing all tasks given to it, 

we have to understand that various fields have problems of different nature that 

require different approach in solving them. AI is designed to solve tasks with definite 

answers, either wrong or right. In matters of law that require intuition and application 

of the mind in solving legal problems, this can be a big bite for it to chew. Law should 

not be argued only on the basis of its legal service market. 

 

When we Understand law as a coherent web of speech acts that inform us of the 

consequences of our actions, we can see the difference between mathematical 

simulation of legal judgment and the legal judgment itself.15 AI is crucial and much 

welcomed in the field of law in performance of tasks such as production of routine 
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legal documents such as wills and residential real estate documents16, discovery 

practice for reviewing privileged documents and ‘hot docs’17but a robot is not likely 

to replace your lawyers, at least not anytime soon.18 

 
16 W. Bradley Wendel, The Promise and Limitations of Artificial Intelligence in the Practice of Law, 72 OKLA. L. REV. 21 (2019). 
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