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AN ENIGMA OF TATA FOR CARS AND PUBLIC INTEREST
LITIGATIONS FOR THE PUBLIC.

Saswati Mishra

ABSTRACT

Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has become a powerful legal mechanism in India, enabling
individuals and groups to seek justice on behalf of those who are unable to approach the
courts themselves. Originally developed to advance constitutional values and ensure access to
justice for the marginalized, PIL has significantly broadened the scope of judicial intervention
in matters of public concern. This article traces the development of PIL from its early use in
securing basic rights to its current role in addressing complex issues such as environmental
protection, governance, and human rights. While PIL has strengthened democratic
accountability and social justice, concerns have emerged over its increasing misuse,
politicisation, and encroachment into executive and legislative domains. The article offers a
critical analysis of these concerns and argues for reforms that can preserve the integrity of

PIL as a tool for collective welfare and constitutional governance.

INTRODUCTION

A country which is diversified with a vast thought and humongous population serves
multitude platforms and opportunities for development, but it additionally welcomes an
inevitable and undesirable blindfold to the issues that people face on the chest or corners of
each locality. In order to facilitate and to get in grips with, the concept of Public Interest
Litigation, i.e. PIL, took its birth. Having its origin in the late 1960s at United States of
America. Masses and issues that included the poor, ethnic minorities, environmentalists, etc.

PIL stood as a voice box to their unseen throat and a ray of hope to their pre-existing rights.
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Due to its contributions in almost every public redressal system it has been named in various

ways such as-

* SAL- Social Action Litigation.
* SIL- Social Institution Litigation.
* CAL- Class Action Litigation.

THE CHRONICLE OF PIL IN INDIA-

The notion of PIL in India had its inception in the landmark case of Hussainara Khatoon v.
State of Bihar, Pushpa Kapila Hingorani—often referred to as the “mother of Public Interest
Litigations (PILs)”—filed a petition that led to the release of around 40,000 undertrial prisoners
from the Patna Jail. Thereby, the Apex Court for the first time since its tenure granted
Hingorani, the petitioner of the case, to proceed while she continued to lack the personal locus
stand, and that' is how the greatest gift to the Indian Jurisprudence was inaugurated in the court

of Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer and Justice P.N. Bhagwati.?
MEANING OF PIL-

The Latin word Locus indicates ‘place’, locus standi pertains its meaning to ‘place to stand*’.
This term indicates not only the sides of the parties but also implies the legal right of an
individual to stand in the court and seek its time and justice. The primary principle of locus
standi asserts that only an individual whose personal rights are encroached can proceed for the
remedies at the court. Interestingly, this principle is relaxed in the case of PILs, which means
anyone who has sufficient interest can approach up to the apex court for enforcing another

person’s rights of common grievances and its redressal.

The Supreme Court described Public Interest Litigation (PIL) as a legal proceeding started in
court to protect or enforce the rights or interests of the public at large, especially when a section
of the community is affected in terms of their legal rights, financial interests, or other
entitlements.* This essentially means that a PIL is a legal case brought to protect the interests

of the public, rather than an individual's personal gain’.

! https://edge.mheducation.co.in/course/UPSC-IndianPolity-MLaxmikanth-60
2 https://articles.manupatra.com/article-details/ HUSSAINARA-KHATOON-V-Home-Secretary-STATE-OF-

BIHAR

3 https://Isd.law/define/locus-standi

4 https://www.rostrumlegal.com/inception-of-epistolary-jurisdiction
5 Janta Dal v. H.S. Chowdhary, 1992. https://www.casemine.com/commentary/in/janata-dal-v.-h.s-chowdhary:

affirming-the-boundaries-of-public-interest-litigation-and-locus-standi-in-indian-jurisprudence/view
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https://www.rostrumlegal.com/inception-of-epistolary-jurisdiction
https://lsd.law/define/locus-standi%C2%A0
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The key intent of PILs can be summarized as:

» Upholding the expectations of Rule of Law.

» The concept of justice system cannot meet all its corners if justice will be confined only
to a section of the society who can afford it, rather it also shou’ld to those sections who
are not in a position to knock the doors of the court i.e. are weaker economically, lack
legal awareness and are socially weaker classes.

» It fulfils the purpose of our preamble which promises equality of justice for its citizens,
promoting and vindicating the interests of a larger mass.

» Prioritizing the role of public issues redressal towards its edge by setting no bars in
filing PIL in any court, starting from the subordinate courts till the apex court yielding

a speedy trial under art-32 and art 226 respectively of the constitution.
DIMENSIONS OF PIL:

From 1998-2003 the Supreme Court has laid down various guidelines to avoid the misuse of
PILs for individual interests’. For the same reasons it laid out categories which shall be
entertained and be entitled to be a PIL ,further which shall also be creating® a limitation on the

top of it’.
They are as follows-

I.  Bonded Labour matters.
II.  Neglected Children.

III.  Petitions originating from prisons have raised concerns such as mistreatment of
inmates, requests for early release, appeals for discharge after serving 14 years,
reports of custodial deaths, pleas for transfers, applications for release on personal
bonds, and demands for a speedy trial as a fundamental right.

IV.  Petitions from jails '°complaining of harassment, for (pre-mature release) and seeking

release after having completed 14 years in jail, death in jail, transfer, release on
personal bond, speedy trial as a fundamental right''.

V. Petitions filed against police misconduct, including refusal to lodge complaints,
instances of harassment, and deaths occurring in police custody.

6

7 https://archive.pib.gov.in/archive/releases98/1yr2002/roct2002/24102002/r241020021.htm

8 https://indiankanoon.org/doc/735287

% https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s3ec0490f1f4972d133619a60c30£3559e/uploads/2024/01/2024011510.pdf
COMPILATION OF GUIDELINES TO BE FOLLOWED FOR ENTERTAINING LETTERS/PETITIONS
RECEIVED IN THIS COURT AS PUBLIC INTEREST LITIGATION. (official notification by the Supreme
Court of India Based on full Court decision dated 1.12.1988 and subsequent modifications).

10 https://ghconline.gov.in/Document/Appendix33.pdf
Uhttps://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s3ec0490£1f4972d133619a60c30f3559e/documents/misc/practice.pdf 0.pdf



https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s3ec0490f1f4972d133619a60c30f3559e/documents/misc/practice.pdf_0.pdf%C2%A0
https://ghconline.gov.in/Document/Appendix33.pdf
https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/s3ec0490f1f4972d133619a60c30f3559e/uploads/2024/01/2024011510.pdf
https://indiankanoon.org/doc/735287
https://archive.pib.gov.in/archive/releases98/lyr2002/roct2002/24102002/r241020021.htm
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Complaints highlighting violence and abuse against women, especially cases
involving dowry-related harassment, bride burning, sexual assault, murder,
abduction, and similar offenses.

Submissions addressing the mistreatment or abuse of individuals from Scheduled
Castes, Scheduled Tribes, or economically disadvantaged backgrounds—either by
fellow villagers or law enforcement officials.

Legal actions related to environmental issues such as pollution, ecological
imbalance, drug misuse, food contamination, preservation of cultural heritage,
protection of antiques, forests, wildlife, and other matters concerning public welfare.
Petitions pertaining to environmental'? pollution, disturbance of ecological balance,

drugs, food adulteration, maintenance of heritage and culture, antiques, forest and wild
life and other matters of public importance".
Petitions from riot -victims',

Family Pension".

LIMITATIONS OF PIL-

Landlord-tenant matters.

Matters related to employment services, including issues concerning pensions and

gratuity benefits.

Grievances involving departments of the Central or State Government, as well as
local authorities, excluding those already covered under points (I) to (X) mentioned

earlier.
Requests concerning admission to medical colleges and other educational institutions.

Applications seeking expedited hearings in cases that are pending before High Courts

or lower courts.

CONCLUSION-

The presence of PIL is one of the most ultraconvenient tools for the public to get their issues

solved. Therefore, the court must primafacie,'® be satisfied rega'’rding the fairness of the

12 hitps://ghconline.gov.in/Document/Appendix33.pdf

13 https://indiankanoon.org/doc/735287
14 hitps://indiankanoon.org/doc/735287/

15 hitps://indiankanoon.org/doc/735287/

16 https://ghconline.gov.in/Document/Appendix33.pdf https://cdnbbsr.s3waas.gov.in/

s3ec0490f1f4972d133619a60c30f3559e/documents/misc/practice.pdf 0.pdf

17 https://www.aaptaxlaw.com/Supreme-Court/PIL-under-Article-32-who-can-file-Public-Interest-Litigation-

how-to-file-Conditions-Supreme-Court-Guidelines.html
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petition and his "interests before indulging in it". Moreover it should discourage people to

use it for their ulterior or extraneous interests by making it formidable by law.

18 https://www.scobserver.in/journal/the-story-of-the-pil
19 https://api.sci.gov.in/supremecourt/2022/18261/18261 2022 8 1501 39494 Judgement 07-Nov-2022.pdf
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