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ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE IN INDIA: IS THE LAW READY FOR
THE FUTURE?

Samikhya Patro

In today’s world, Artificial Intelligence is no longer a futuristic concept. It is quietly becoming
a part of our daily lives. From voice assistants such as Siri and Alexa to facial recognition
technologies and also the generative Al tools like ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini, Perplexity and
many more. Al is transforming the way people work, communicate, learn and make decisions.
While these developments offer remarkable new opportunities, they also raise a serious

question: Is India’s legal system prepared for an Al driven future?

The rapid growth of Al has outpaced the legal and regulatory developments across the world
and India is no exception. Although Al promises innovation, efficiency, and economic growth
but it also creates challenges that traditional laws were never designed to address. Issues such
as algorithmic bias, privacy violations, deepfakes, automated decision-making, misinformation
and much more are becoming increasingly common and forcing the lawmakers to reconsider

whether existing legal frameworks remain adequate.

One of the most significant concerns is privacy. Al systems rely heavily on data and in many
cases that data includes personal information. Every online search, social media interaction,
location update, and digital transaction contributes to the vast datasets that fuel Al technologies.
While the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 represents an important step toward
protecting personal information but questions remain regarding how effectively it can regulate

the collection, processing, and use of data by increasingly sophisticated Al systems.

Another challenge relates to accountability. A question remains that “When an Al system
causes harm, who should be held responsible? Should liability rest with the developer, the
company deploying the technology, the user, or the Al system itself?” Existing legal

frameworks generally assume that decisions are made by human individuals. However, the Al



THE INDIAN JOURNAL FOR RESEARCH IN LAW AND MANAGEMENT, VOL. 3, ISSUE 10, JULY - 2026

systems are capable of producing outcomes that may not be entirely foreseeable, making

traditional concepts of liability more difficult to apply in the real world scenario.

The rise of deepfakes and Al-generated content further highlights the limitations of current
laws. Highly realistic synthetic videos, images, and audio recordings can damage reputations,
influence public opinion, facilitate fraud, and undermine trust in digital information. Although
existing cyber and criminal laws may address some consequences of such conduct, India still
lacks a comprehensive legal framework specifically designed to regulate synthetic media and

Al-generated deception.

The employment sector also presents new legal and ethical questions. Al is increasingly being
used for recruitment, performance evaluation, and workplace monitoring. While these tools
can improve efficiency, they also risk perpetuating hidden biases and reducing transparency in
decision-making. Employees may find it difficult to challenge decisions made by algorithms

as they do not fully understand, raising concerns about fairness, procedural justice and bias.

Despite these challenges, India is not operating in a legal vacuum. Existing laws relating to
privacy, cybersecurity, consumer protection, intellectual property and criminal offences
continue to provide some level of protection to the people. Government initiatives promoting
responsible Al development also demonstrate growing awareness of the issue. However,
relying solely on laws that were created before the emergence of modern Al technologies may

not be sufficient for the long run.

The real challenge for India is finding the right balance. Excessive regulation could discourage
innovation, technological growth, creativity and freedom of expression while insufficient
regulation could expose individuals and society to significant risks. Policymakers must
therefore develop a framework that encourages innovation while safeguarding privacy,

accountability, transparency, and fundamental rights.

Perhaps the greatest challenge posed by the Al is not technological but legal and ethical. As the
machines are becoming increasingly capable of making complex decisions, the law must ensure
that innovation remains accountable to the people it is meant to be served. After all the

technology is created the serve humanity not the other way around.

Artificial Intelligence has the potential to reshape India’s future in profound ways. Whether
that future becomes more inclusive, efficient and trustworthy they will depend not only on

technological progress but also on the ability of legal institutions to evolve alongside of it. The
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question is no longer whether Al will influence society as it already does. The more important
question is whether the law can keep pace with the future that Al is creating. India stands at a
critical crossroads: it can either wait for legal disputes and regulatory crises to emerge or
proactively build a framework that encourages innovation while protecting fundamental rights.
The decisions made today will determine whether Al becomes a force for empowerment or a

source of new legal and social challenges.



